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PAST, PRESENT AND 
FUTURE O F  THE C A T A L A N  
OLYMPIC C O M M I T T E E  
osep Miró i Ardevol, a former 
councillor in the Catalan gov- 
ernment, has been President of 
the Catalan Olympic Committee (Co- 
mite Olimpic de Catalunya, COC) since 
its foundation. In this in te~iew,  Josep 
Miró speaks to readers of Catalonia of 
the Catalan Olympic movement's wish 
for full international recognition. 
- The first question is inevitable: how 
and when did the Catalan Olympic 
Committee come about? 
- The Catalan Olyrnpic Cornrnittee was 
constituted in 1989 by three sports fed- 
erations, the rninirnurn required for the 
constitution of an Olyrnpic Cornrnittee. 
Further federations joined after that. To- 
day there are twelve official rnernber 
federations, although the nurnber taking 
part in the work of the COC is rnuch 
higher. Then there's a liaison cornrnittee 
with a whole series of federations with 
whom agreernent has been reached, 
though for the time beirzg in terrns that 
do not allow their direct entry to the 
COC. For example, the swirnrning fed- 
eration has agreed to join the COC 
once the federation has been recognized 
by its international federation -that is, 
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when the Catalan federation takes part 
directly in the international federation, 
without the need for the Spanish federa- 
tion. So the swirnrning federation colla- 
borates with the COC, though it's not 
oflcially a rnernber. 
- What recognition has the COC recei- 
ved since its constitution? 
- As early as 1989, the COC received the 
oflcial support of Catalonia's two most 
representative institutions, the first of a 
general nature, the Catalan parliarnent, 
which decided to express its support for 
Catalonia 'S having an Olyrnpic Corn- 
rnittee of its own. And then the UFEC 
- Union of Catalan Sports Federations- 
also pronounced itselfin the sarne sense. 
- In fact, Catalonia is a country with 
something of an Olympic past. What 
are the most obvious forerunners of the 
Comite Olímpic de Catalunya? 
- A  first atternpt took place in the twen- 
ties with the creation of the Cornite 
Olirnpic Catala, which was later to be- 
come the Confederació Olimpica Catala- 
na. There are letters addressed to the 
then president of the IOC and founder of 
the rnodern Olyrnpic rnovernent, Baron 
de Coubertin, in which the question of 
recognition is raised. An answer fvorn 
the Baron has been kept in which he 
rnakes clear his intention to look at the 
subject of Catalonia once the Irish ques- 
tion has been resolved. You have to re- 
rnernber that when this was going on, at 
the beginning of the twenties, Ireland 
still hadn't achieved independence. But 
the whole process was interrupted by the 
dictatorship of Primo de Rivera, and the 
thread wasn't taken up again alrnost un- 
ti1 today. Al1 the sarne, what has been 
kept up longest is the presence of Cata- 
lan federations within the international 
federations. This is because in the rnajo- 
rity of sports the Catalan federations are 
predecessors of the respective Spanish 
federations and sorne have preserved 
this status for a long time. Others haven 't, 
because the Catalan federation has been 
absorbed following the forrnation of the 
Spanish one. Until the civil war, though, 
the rugby federation, for exarnple, was 
part of the international federation, al- 
thougt this was one of the very few sports 
that didn't belong to the Olyrnpic farnily, 
as a result of rugby's own wishes. But 
this is a special case, because fvorn a 
legal point of view it would certainly be 
disputable -Ifthe issue were ever raised- 
whether the Catalan rugby fedemtiun 
ctkuld be mude to give up its intematio- 
nal membership, since its disappearance 
was impased by fwce and by &he cir- 
cumstances undm which the Republic 
disappeared. 
-Can we speak of Catalonia as a 
country with a leading position in cer- 
tain sports? 
- Zn general, of al1 the sports that have 
been taken up in Spain, Catalonia has 
occupied a leading position and, in 
many aspects, in the whole of European 
sport. Zn this sense, it's remarkable that 
Catalonia is one of the few .countries 
with un Olympic Cup. The Olympic 
Committee granted cups to organisa- 
tions -in this case, a country- which 
made a name for themselves on account 
of their Olympic past, their sporting di- 
mension, at a time when the Olympics 
had another dimension altogether; it 
was a question of amateurs and hard 
work, and sport also had this characte- 
ristic of something one did in one's spare 
time, sacrificing hours, not at al1 like the 
present situation, in which the economic 
activity behind it takes priority over 
everything. 
-1n spite of ail its efforts to achieve 
recognition by the IOC, the COC won't 
be able to figure at the Barcelona 
Games, even as a guest committee. In 
view of this, how do you see the situa- 
tion and what do you think must be 
done from now on? 
- Let me say that in Birmingham, in 
June, it's not that it wasn't recognized. 
What happened is that the point in the 
order of the day that was to have dealt 
with the entry of new committees wasn't 
raised. Zt was point 26 that referred to 
this question. And it wasn't dealt with. 
We had an interview with the vice- 
president of the ZOC, who told us that it 
hadn't been dealt with because, quite 
simply, they felt this was the best solu- 
tion. That they would make an excep- 
tion in the case of Namibia, which was 
the trade-offfor the earlier agreement on 
South Africa. Because what the ZOC did 
then, and this reveals how extraordina- 
rily flexible its interna1 regulations are, 
was, while not dealing with new admis- 
sions at the meeting planned for that, it 
subsequently took decisions, by corre- 
spondence or by delegation, that allowed 
the readmission of South Africa and the 
approval of the Baltic countries, after 
achieving independence, and al1 this was 
done by post. As the ZOC is a private 
organisation, in which members aren't 
elected but co-opted each time a vacancy 
comes up, it's continually making and 
breaking its own rules according to the 
circumstances. I'm saying this because it 
also helps to understand the situation of 
the COC. 
- But what, reaily, are the arguments 
that can be given in turning down re- 
cognition of the COC? 
- Zt S been pointed out very often that the 
COC doesn't fulJil al1 the conditions that 
figure in the Olympic Charter, which 
says that there must be at least five fed- 
erations in the country whose Olympic 
Committee is applying for recognition 
that are direct members of their respect- 
ive international federations, and Cata- 
lonia hasn't got them yet, as President 
Samaranch has said and Z myself have 
recognized on more than one occasion. 
And Z have to say that it hasn't got them 
and that it's like the fish that bites its 
own tail -that is, the international fed- 
erations are hardly likely to accept 
federations from a particular country i f  
it hasn't got un Olympic committee. Or 
also if there's opposition from the 
mother organisation, from the Spanish 
Olympic Committee in this case, or from 
the relevant Spanish federation. But Z'd 
just like to point out that neither South 
Africa nor the three Baltic countries, 
which al1 have Olympic Committees and 
can take part in the Barcelona Games, 
have a single recognized federation. So 
what the ZOC does is to make un appeal 
to the federations to facilitate admission. 
From this point of view, what worries me 
is that thereS been something of a break 
in the tradition of the ZOC -which was 
always careful not to confuse a sporting 
country with a political country or a 
nationality with a state- in the present 
circumstances in which, apart from the 
sporting issues, i f a  country becomes in- 
dependent it's autornatically given un 
Olympic committee. And ifnot, a lot of 
obstacles are put in its way. Then, of 
course, the Olympic dimension is more 
and more closely linked to a political 
result and this in the long run will su- 
rely put the ZOC in a very dificult pos- 
ition. Which it already is in the case 
of Slovenia and Croatia. They say 
no to them, and they'll say yes when 
a few countries start to recognize 
them. 
- On an Olympic level, some of the im- 
portant recent international events, like 
the dismembennent of the USSR, must 
also give rise to certain reactions and 
problems. How wili the countries of the 
new Confederation of Independent 
States take part in the Barcelona Games 
and what repercussions will these 
changes have in the countries that 
haven't yet been recognized? 
- There are two sides to the problem. 
One thing is the participation of the 
team from the old Soviet Union, now 
that the Games are so close and in some 
sports the classifications have already 
been made. This is a practica1 problem 
that's relatively easy to overcome, with 
the Olympic flag. Another thing is to see 
what happens as a result of the emer- 
gente of newly independent states. Zn the 
mid-term, what would be most logical 
would be for these countries to have their 
own Olympic committees and teams, be- 
cause there are Olympic committees that 
are much smaller than those of these 
countries that have emerged from the 
Soviet Union. At al1 events, what's hap- 
pening in Europe casts a doubt over the 
present framework the ZOC is applying 
as regards the presence of countries and 
Olympic teams. I think what's happen- 
ing calls for a considerable revision, 
because some very arbitrary situations 
are coming about. The Virgin IsIands 
are on the Olympic Committee, they're 
not un independent state and haven't the 
slightest established or defined sov- 
ereignty, and on the other hand Slov- 
enia, a country which practically func- 
tions as un independent state, hasn't 
been accepted, won 't be able to take part 
in the Calgary Games. There are other 
reasons, but nothing to do with sport. 
The particular case of Catalonia under- 
lines the fact that ifthe wish of Catalan 
sport is to have international presence, 
the ZOC should accept it and not put 
obstacles in its way or at least not make 
it depend on a political solution, because 
the question isn't really one with a politi- 
cal dimension. ZtS not the wish to 
achieve independence, which will be ex- 
pressed in other ways, but the wish for 
Catalan sport to have a direct presence 
without mediation by the Spanish fed- 
erations. 
- Catalonia has, in spite of everything, 
met with a certain amount of under- 
standing and support on an internatio- 
nal level. The contacts with the Baltic 
countries have been very positive. What 
co-operation has been established be- 
tween the respective Olympic commit- 
tees? 
- The collaboration from their point of 
view is very important. When the liaison 
committee was set up between Lithua- 
nia, Latvia and Catalonia, they hadn't 
been recognized, and there was no ob- 
vious prospect of recognition, for politi- 
cal reasons. Then there were the events 
of August and this speeded it up. We can 
provide them with a greater logistic di- 
mension and capacity, which might 
seem paradoxical, which will gradually 
be eliminated. The thing is that although 
we aren't recognized we have a greater 
dimension, because the sports infrastruc- 
ture in Catalonia is quite considerable 
and we therefore have greater financia1 
means, although they're very reduced be- 
cause we're not recognized. We also 
have to understand the situation of those 
countries and the fact that their commit- 
tees are very recent. In exchange, they 
help us to get committees recognized 
which we might say support the idea of 
recognition of the COC, so it's therefore 
a presence from within, more in their 
own area of contacts, Northern Europe, 
Germany, Central Europe, but also in 
the United States, and thatS useful for 
us. Zn general, we can carry on normal 
relations with these committees and the- 
re's the possibility of organising activi- 
ties without too many problems. We 
need the ZOC stamp, but we can do it. 
This is fairly common in our country, 
the possibility of doing things which in 
normal conditions correspond lo clearly 
defined, structured and independent 
countries, and which here are done in 
spite of not having full recognition. This 
happens in the COC as well. 
-1s it foreseeable that the Barcelona 
Olympic Games will contribute to an 
increased awareness as regards the 
future of the COC? 
- The Barcelona Games are an advan- 
tage, obviously. But at the moment, from 
the offical point of view, we're negotiat- 
ing with the ZOC so that although 
there's no time for recognition we can still 
have some kind of specific presence at 
the Barcelona Games, because for the 
first time ever, we have a situation in 
which the Olympic Games are being 
held in the capital of a country whose 
Olympic committee has applied for re- 
cognition. We're asking to be treated in 
a way that allows this singularity to be 
expressed. If it's not a recognized Olym- 
pic commitee, at least this aspect should 
be considered. On this basis we can estab 
lish some level of diffusion of what the- 
Comitk Olimpic de Catalunya is, using 
the Games as a platform. In other words, 
i f  the IOC helvs us to do this throuah d ~ -  - " 
irlstitutional Olympic channels, this level 
of understanding of Catalan Olympic 
reality can be reached in this way. If it 
doesn't help us, we'll do it through the 
channels available to us, which basically 
means asking the country, Catalan so- 
ciety, to express the reality of the Cata- 
lan Olympic movement as yet another 
dimension of Catalonia's national affir- 
mation. 
- For the present, though, can the COC 
rely on sufficient institutional and pop- 
ular support in Catalonia? 
-Popular, yes, although there could al- 
ways be more, obviously, but where 
we've still got a long way to go is in the 
sphere of the institutions, who act with a 
certain discretion, if not excessive cau- 
tion, as in the case of the Generalitat 
-although recently we've noticed a cer- 
tain change in attitude towards a greater 
commitment, but still a long way from 
what it should be-, or the outright bel- 
ligerence of Barcelona City Council, 
which is behaving more like a very 
biased political structure, or one ob- 
viously representing the interests of the sume time they need a more positive 
Spanish state, than un institution repre- attitude from the Generalitat's General 
senting al1 the people of Barcelona. Secretariat of Sport, showing greater 
identification, a firmer stand in defence 
- And on a strictly sporting level? of those federations that might at some 
- There's one decisive factor. ItS obvious point have had problems with the Span- 
that the Catalan federations could have ish federation. Some federations have 
shown a more active approach, but at the started the process towards their interna- 
tional recognition, which for us is funda- 
mental, such as the athletics federation, 
but they've backed down when things 
have started getting tough. None of this 
is good, and what's needed is greater 
determination on the part of some fed- 
erations, but also more support on the 
part of the Catalan sports administra- 
tion. In this sense, though, I think the 
Barcelona Games go against us. Once 
the Games are over I think there'll be 
greater commitment on the part of the 
Generalitat. Perhaps until now there's 
been a certain reluctante to threaten the 
interna1 balance of the Games. Once 
they leave Barcelona, this sort of prob- 
lem will disappear. 
- So what are the priorities for the next 
few years? 
- The aim now is to guarantee our pre- 
sence in the 1992 Games, and also to 
prepare the application for 1993, so that 
we can be present as a Catalan Olympic 
committee at the Att'anta Games. The 
Catalan institutions have a decsive role 
to play. If in 1993 the COC can count on 
the support of the Generalitat, recogni- 
tion could be just around the corner. w 
